
 
 1 
 

A moving service in memory of Brig Gen (Ret) Theo Beyleveldt 

 

Text and photos by Mrs Regine Lord. 

On 7 July 2011, the Defence Reserve 

Provincial Office Western Cape 

(DRPOWC) attended the memorial service 

of Brig Gen (Ret) Theo Beyleveldt, SD, 

SM, MMM, in Hermanus.  

Brig Gen Beyleveldt was a family man, a 

soldier and a politician. He was highly 

respected as a soldier, much admired for his 

leadership abilities, and clearly loved by the 

people of the Overstrand municipality, 

whom he served as Executive Mayor for the 

Democratic Alliance for several years. This 

was evident from the well-attended 

memorial service, held at the NG Kerk in Hermanus, during which various individuals paid 

tribute to Brig Gen Beyleveldt.  

Born on 12 February 1948 in the district of 

Warden, Free State, Brig Gen Theodorus 

Barnardus Beyleveldt matriculated at 

Sentraal High School in Bloemfontein. 

After joining the South African Army in 

1966, he obtained a B Mil degree from the 

Military Academy in Saldanha. During his 

34 years of military service, he held the 

posts of Chief of Staff at the Western 

Province Command and General 

Commanding at the Army Battle School in 

Lohatla.  

Once he retired from military service in 

1999, he turned to the world of politics, 

becoming the project manager for the 

Western Cape government and responsible 

for the founding of municipal police 

services and the establishment of a training 

centre for municipal police officials. In 

2004, he joined the ward committee in 

Hermanus and the local management of the 

Democratic Alliance. Under his leadership, 

the 2006 municipal elections in the 

Overstrand were won by the DA, and he 

Photo 1: Brig Gen Theodorus Barnardus Beyleveldt at 
Army Battle School in Lohatla (photo by Lorraine 

Martin, Hermanus) 

Photo 3: Brig Gen Chris Gildenhuys (GOC SA Army Armour 
Formation) paying tribute to Brig Gen Geldenhuys 

Photo 2: Marianné, daughter Judi and son Jaco, at the 
memorial service, held at the NG Kerk in Hermanus 
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served as the Executive Mayor of Hermanus for several years, until he was appointed as the 

DA’s whip in the National Council of Provinces in October 2010. He was a sportsman with a 

passion for rugby, serving in various rugby associations over the years. His love of a game of golf 

was mentioned by several speakers, who spoke about his support for local golf estates in the 

area.  

He died at Groote Schuur Hospital 

in Cape Town on the morning of 

Sunday, 3 July 2011. He is survived 

by his wife Marianné, his son Jaco 

and daughter Judi, both married, and 

twin grandchildren, Wendy and 

Marianné.   

Speakers at the memorial service, 

which was led by Brig Gen (Rev) 

Marius Cornelissen, included DA 

Parliamentary leader Athol Trollip, 

Thandi Memela (Deputy 

Chairperson of the National Council 

of Provinces), Reverend Jackson 

Tubu of Zwelihle, a representative 

from the MOTHs speaking on behalf of Regiment Westelike Provincie, Col Pieter Oberholzer 

(President of the South African National Defence Force Rugby Association) and Brig Gen Chris 

Gildenhuys (GOC SA Army Armour Formation).  

Trumpeter WO2 Marius Swartz of the SA Army Band played the Last Post and the Reveille, and 

a guard of honour stood to attention outside the entrance, as the attendees filed out of the 

church.  

The service was followed by 

refreshments in the church hall. 

Thereafter, an armour shot action 

took place at the municipal offices in 

Hermanus. MWO Karel Minnie, the 

regimental sergeant major of the 

Regiment Oranjerivier, lit the 

ceremonial Flame of the Armour, as 

the guests drank the traditional toast 

of Diesel-and-Dust to the memory of 

Brig Gen Beyleveldt. The flame was 

extinguished after the singing of the 

stirring Pantserlied and the Tanker’s 

Prayer, in a beautiful and moving ritual 

that is unique to the armour corps, of which Brig Gen Beyleveldt had been a respected member 

during his long and distinguished military career. 

Photo 5: MWO Karel Minnie, RSM of ROR, lights the 
ceremonial flame during the armour shot action in honour of 

Brig Gen Geldenhuys 

Photo 4: Members of the DRPOWC, the Regiment Oranjerivier, 
the Hermanus police services and the National Sea Rescue 

Institute form the guard of honour outside the church 


