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Ultimatum for Oude Molen tenants
TERESA FISCHER

ALL lawful tenants of Oude
Molen have been issued

with letters informing them they
have only three days to sign new
lease agreements, which detail
significant rental increases, in
some instance up to 600%.

These lease agreements do not in-
clude an option to renew after 12
months.

Thirty-four tenants have refused
to sign these new leases because
they say their current leases are
still valid.

Last month stakeholders were
taken by surprise by the announce-
ment that the provincial cabinet ap-
proved the use of 14 000m² of land
in Pinelands, Ndabeni and Oude
Molen for a Health Technology
Park, which would include the Bio-
vac Institute as an anchor tenant.
(“Consultation will come”, People’s
Post, 1 February 2010)

However, the Department of Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism
insisted the approval was merely
the first step and public participa-
tion would follow. It added the pro-
posalwould affect only a “small por-
tion” of Oude Molen.

Oude Molen tenants argue the De-
partment of Property Manage-
ment’s “presumption of a natural

death” of the existing leases is legal-
ly inaccurate.

Tenants were issued individual,
hand-delivered letters dated Tues-
day 15 February, to which they re-
sponded as a community on Friday
18 February.

Hudson McComb, chairperson of
the Oude Molen Steering Commit-
tee, writes that the new lease offers
“grossly increased rentals without
any added value” and are without
legal basis.

McCombsays they seeno just rea-
son why the existing leases should
not continue until a stakeholder
and public participation process
has taken place.

According to these tenants, an au-
tomatic six-month renewal is im-
plied in their existing leases, some-
thing they say is in accordance with
the explanation given by represent-
atives of the Department at the
time.

Regarding the rental increases,
McComb refers the Department to
a clause in the Principal Agree-
ment, which he says should guide
the Department in the legal extent
of rental increases, regardless of
the “assertion” of its “independent
registered valuer”.

Furthermore, McComb writes it
is “disingenuous” to suggest that
the tenants would spend months ne-
gotiating a lease only to terminate

its validity almost immediately.
Mowbray resident, Ian Slatem,

attended a special meeting at Oude
MolenonThursday17February.He
describes this demand as “essen-
tially an eviction” and adds the tac-
tics are “rather brutal and probably
not legally enforceable”

Slatem says: “If the leaseholders
sign they will be gone in a year,
ready for the occupation by Bio-
vac.”

Alderman Brian Watkyns was
not informed of the Department’s
decision to issue new leases. He has
previously criticised Province for
“not deeming it necessary” to con-
sult the ward councillor about the
proposed Biovac development. He
will meet with the Oude Molen rep-
resentatives this week.

However, the spokesperson for
the Provincial Department of
Transport and Public Works, Solly
Malatsi, says the lease agreement of
the occupants lapsed on the 30 Sep-
tember 2007 whereafter they contin-
ued on month-to-month basis.

He says 21 letters were issued to
inform tenants of the amended
terms of the lease agreement.

Malatsi says this is part of the
process of “regularising” the occu-
pation of the property in Oude Mo-
len. According to Malatsi the three-
daydeadlinewas for tenants to indi-
cate whether they accepted the new

market-related rental or not.
He says this follows a meeting on

23 November last year between the
Oude Molen Committee and offi-
cials from the Department where
occupants were informed that the
lawful tenant’s occupation of the
property would be regularised.

Malatsi says the letters were sent
to the current lawful occupants of
the units whose accounts are in
good standing.

He says there are 26 unlawful oc-
cupants who are currently disput-
ing eviction and payment of out-
standing debts and their case is on-
going.

Regarding the increased rental
stipulated, Malatsi says the “mar-
ket related rental” was determined
by a “credible, independent regis-
tered valuer”.

He adds: “National Treasury Reg-
ulations and the Public Finance
management Act compel our de-
partment to lease all immovable
State property at market related
rentals. It is worth noting that a rel-
atively sizeable number of the law-
ful occupants have accepted the
market related rental.”

In response to any refusal to sign
the amended leases, Malatsi says:
“Appropriate action will be taken
against anyone who attempts to oc-
cupy government property unlaw-
fully.”

A blooming
shame
THE South African National
Biodiversity Institute’s
(SANBI’s) Kirstenbosch-SA
Chelsea Exhibit at the annual
Chelsea Flower Show in Lon-
don has been cancelled due to
a lack of sponsorship.

The exhibit has been shown
at the prestigious event –
which attracts more than
170 000 people over five days
– for 35 years.

Two years ago the exhibit
lost its corporate sponsor and
fundraising events were held
at the Kirstenbosch Botanical
Gardens to fund the expo.

This, however, is no longer
possible.

The Kirstenbosch-SA Chel-
sea Exhibit has won 30 gold
medals, two silver-gilt medals
and three Silver medals over
the years.

Designers David Davidson
and Ray Hudson, who have
designed the exhibit 17 times,
have consistently explored
aspects of South Africa’s flo-
ristic beauty and presented
innovative interpretations of
our natural heritage.

“This is a great disappoint-
ment in the lead-up period to
what would have been a once-
in-a-lifetime double cente-
nary event in 2013, when
Kirstenbosch National Bo-
tanical Garden and the Chel-
sea Flower Show – both estab-
lished in 1913 – will celebrate
their 100th anniversaries,”
Davidson says.

The exhibit also tours
across the country for others
to view its greatness.

“Our Chelsea exhibit is a
tried and trusted formula – it
works well, wins big year af-
ter year and affords sponsors
and partners exceptional
marketing opportunities,” a
press release says.

Any interested potential
partners and sponsors are en-
couraged to call Sarah Struys
(021) 799-8775 or email s.stru-
ys@sanbi.org.za.

The Cape Malay Choir Board hosted the pre
mier division of the its choral competition at
the Good Hope Centre on Saturday. Eleven
troupes gathered to battle it out for top hon
ours, with the Angeliere Malay Choir from Ath
lone walking away with the spoils. The team
will now compete in the Top Eight competi
tion, which will see the best teams in all divi
sions competing against each other. That seg
ment takes place on 19 March. The final show
down, regarded as the Grand Final, will take
place on 16 April, which will see the winners
of the Premier’s Cup and President’s Cup
clashing. Here Faseeg Saal of the Angeliere
performs his item on the night. Photo: Sharief Jaffer

Winning performance


