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Defence Reserves Provincial Office Western Cape proudly supports  

Vaatjie Moravian Primary School 

 

Article supplied by Mrs Regine Lord.  Photos supplied by Mrs R. Lord, Maj D. Coetzee and Sgt J. Jacobs 

On Wednesday, 11 August 2010, 

members of the Defence 

Reserves proved once again that 

there is a strong tradition of 

social engagement in the 

military, underscored by the 

willingness to work together to 

achieve a common goal.   

As both reservists and citizens, 

Reservists take pride in giving 

back to their country by actively 

using the skills they have 

acquired through their military 

training to make a positive 

difference in their own 

communities. The truth of the 

Office’s slogan “We make it happen” was clearly demonstrated when, in the spirit of 

voluntarism and active support, it was decided to reach out to a small primary school near 

Atlantis.  

Major Dalene Coetzee, 2IC of Cape Field Artillery (CFA) and a senior teacher at Tafelberg High 

School in Bothasig, became aware that some of the furniture and equipment would become 

available when Tafelberg 

School, a school for learners 

with special needs, was 

relocated to Bothasig. Maj 

Coetzee, also responsible for 

the promotion of the Cape 

Town Military Tattoo 2010, 

brought this to the attention of 

Lieutenant Colonel Johan 

Conradie, Defence Reserves 

Provincial Office Western Cape 

(DRPOWC), as some of the 

equipment could be used for 

the Tattoo.  

After assessing the situation, 

Lt Col Conradie quickly 

identified this as an opportunity 

Photo 2: Mr Willem van der Merwe, Mr Barend Kellerman and two of 
their farm labourers unload the school desks, while Lt Col Johan 

Conradie assists them. 

Photo 1: Vaatjie Moravian Primary School 
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that could benefit not only the 

Tattoo but other needy 

organisations too. After 

negotiations, he managed to 

secure some of the equipment 

for the Tattoo store and the SA 

Sea Cadets. Maj Coetzee was 

instrumental in organising 

support by CFA to assist with 

storage and transportation of 

the Tattoo equipment.  

Realising that some of the 

furniture and books were 

ideally suitable for a needy 

school, Lt Col Conradie 

promptly initiated an outreach 

program, which was 

enthusiastically supported by Lt Col Uys van der Westhuijzen, the Chairman of the Reserve 

Force Council Western Cape (RFCWC) and Captain (SAN) Trunell Morom, the Senior Staff 

Officer (SSO) at the DRPOWC. Lt Col Conradie thus made contact with Mr Neil September, 

the headmaster of a small farm school in the rural area near Atlantis on the West Coast.  

The school, known as Vaatjie Moravian 

Primary, was founded in 1967 to 

accommodate the children of the surrounding 

farming communities. It is a government 

school, which currently employs 6 teachers 

and has 190 learners from Grade R to 

Grade 7. The learners come from the 

surrounding farms and from informal 

settlements nearby; their parents are farm 

workers, domestic workers or unemployed. In 

view of the poverty of the learners and their 

families, the school is always grateful for 

donations and assistance.  

It was thus arranged to deliver a truck-load of 

much-needed school desks and books to this 

school, and to celebrate this with a special 

event, which would include the erection of a 

flagpole on the school premises and the 

ceremonial hoisting of the South African 

national flag.  
Photo 4: Everyone lends a hand to raise the flagpole 

into position.  

Photo 3: Boxes of books, including encyclopaedias, children's books 
and textbooks, are delivered. 
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Mr Willem van der Merwe, a farmer from Porterville, generously agreed to supply the flagpole. 

Mr Van der Merwe and Mr Barend Kellerman, a farmer from the same area, and four of their 

farm labourers, took off a day 

from their busy farming 

schedule, and used their large 

truck to collect the desks and 

books from Sea Point, and to 

deliver these to Vaatjie 

Moravian Primary School, 

which is situated along the old 

Mamre to Darling Road, 

between Atlantis and 

Melkbosstrand.  

AMS Engineering of Ottery 

prepared and provided channel 

iron free of charge to allow the 

flagpole to be securely anchored 

in the ground.  

On Wednesday, 11 August 2010, there was a buzz of excitement at the school, as the 

furniture and new books were delivered and unloaded in front of the school buildings. A hole 

was quickly dug for the flagpole, and the channel iron was attached to its base, before the new 

flagpole was raised into position. The tables, 

complete with table cloths, food containers, 

bowls, spoons, cups and paper napkins, were 

all neatly set out by Ms Elsette Musso. The 

meal, which was provided by the DRPOWC 

and had been prepared by the Mess at the 

Castle of Good Hope earlier that day, was 

brought out.  

Once all these preparations had been 

completed, the teachers led the learners out 

of their respective classrooms in an orderly 

fashion, and neatly lined them up in the 

courtyard in front of the new flagpole for the 

formal part of the day’s proceedings. 

Lt Col Conradie gave a brief speech, 

thanking all the individuals and units who had 

given so generously of their time and 

resources to make this event happen in what 

had been literally only a matter of days. He 

also pledged the continuous support of the 

DRPOWC, which is supported in kind by all 

Photo 5: The learners line up obediently in straight lines, the 
anticipation and excitement clearly visible in their smiling faces. 

Photo 6: Mr Neil September takes receipt of the 
national flag and the certificate of friendship from 

Lt Col Conradie. 
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the role players mentioned, for the school. Among others, he thanked the RFCWC for making 

money available to buy the iced fruit lollies for the children. He then ceremoniously handed 

Mr Neil September, the headmaster, a South African national flag, a storm flag, and a certificate 

of friendship, a symbol of the commitment from the Defence Reserves to develop a long-term 

relationship with this school.  

 

While Warrant Officer Class 1 Stephen Jordaan skilfully knotted the flag to the halyard, he 

instructed the learners on the respectful treatment of the flag and emphasised that it should 

never be placed on the ground, or used as decoration. He also explained that the flag should be 

raised every day between 8 and 

10am, and lowered at sunset.  

Then, as he slowly raised the 

flag, and the military personnel 

gave a crisp and formal salute, 

the learners stood solemnly to 

attention, their right hand on 

their heart, and launched into a 

stirring and word-perfect 

rendition of the South African 

National Anthem. (This has 

been uploaded to YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=lO8CMpId6d4.) It was a 

very moving experience to 

witness their passion and 

Photo 7: These young learners give a stirring performance of the South African national anthem. 

Photo 8: The learners wait patiently in line to receive a very tasty and 
filling bowl of rice and lamb stew. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lO8CMpId6d4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lO8CMpId6d4
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enthusiasm, and one could not help being overcome by a feeling of patriotism and national 

pride. 

The flag ceremony was followed by a delicious and nutritious lunch; although they were 

clearly hungry, the learners waited patiently in line for their turn to receive a bowl of rice and 

lamb stew. The school participates in the school feeding scheme, and thus receives the 

ingredients for daily meals, 

which are prepared in their 

kitchen. The learners receive 

this meal at 10h00 every day, 

and for the vast majority of 

them, according to the 

headmaster, it is in fact the only 

meal of the day.  

After the children had finished 

their meal and all the dishes had 

been cleared away, the staff 

members handed out iced fruit 

lollies.  This was a real treat 

and everyone (even the adults) 

revelled in the refreshingly 

fruity taste on what was a rather 

hot and sunny winter day! 

After lunch, Sgt Joan Jacobs of 3 Medical Battalion Group spoke to the learners and copies of 

the Reserve Force Volunteer magazine were handed out to each of them to promote 

voluntarism as practiced by the military reserves. All the staff members interacted with the 

children, and Lt Col Bryan Sterne, Maj Coetzee and L/Cpl Leon Wessels had to answer 

hundreds of curious questions about the men and women in uniform. 

The magazines were avidly 

studied by the youngsters, 

some of whom read the articles 

with looks of serious 

concentration on their faces. 

Occasionally, they became 

animated, pointing at pictures 

and talking excitedly among 

each other.  

One of the younger children 

ran up to Lt Col Conradie, 

pointed to a photo in the 

magazine, and asked whether 

that was him; when Lt Col 

Photo 10: Each child receives a frozen fruit lolly. 

Photo 9: Everyone enjoys lunch - there are no left-overs! 
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Conradie confirmed that indeed it was, the youngster beamed with delight, and ran back to his 

friends, excitedly declaring “I told you it was him!” It was clear that they got much enjoyment 

and pleasure out of looking 

through their own copies of the 

magazine.  

To bring the events of the day 

to a close, WO1 Stephen 

Jordaan ceremoniously 

lowered the flag, and showed 

the intrigued learners, who 

clustered around him, the 

correct way of rolling it up, so 

that it could be easily raised 

again the next morning.  

And then it was time to wave 

goodbye to the enthusiastic 

learners and staff of Vaatjie 

Moravian Primary School. 

Lt Col Conradie reassured the 

Headmaster and the teachers 

that the day’s events would not be a once-off occasion, but that this would mark the beginning 

of a long-term relationship between the Defence Reserves and the school. 

Future projects are already planned. For instance, the two farmers, Mr Kellerman and Mr Van 

der Merwe, have kindly offered their help with putting in much-needed water pipes, as there is a 

shortage of fresh drinking water in the area. Having realised the value of their support in relation 

to this particular event, they 

have affirmed their 

commitment to the Defence 

Reserves in future projects.  

The day was declared a success 

by all those who participated 

and attended the festivities. 

This success can be attributed 

to a coming together of 

various factors. The first of 

these was an openness to 

recognise opportunities to 

help those less fortunate in a 

very practical way; this was 

coupled with a sense of social 

responsibility and a strong 

desire to improve the lives of 

Photo 12: WO1 Stephen Jordaan shows the curious learners how to 
tie the flag to the halyard, before neatly rolling up the flag and 
presenting it to Headmaster Neil September for safekeeping. 

Photo 11: The learners excitedly look through their copies of the 
Reserve Force Volunteer magazine. 
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the learners and teachers at this school. It is this positive „can do will do‟ attitude, so 

characteristic of the Defence Reserves, which made it possible to bring together the right people 

and the required resources within an impressively short time.  

The day’s events at this small farm school between Melkbosstrand and Atlantis are a heart-

warming illustration of the true spirit of voluntarism in action. All those who gave of their 

time, resources or money, did so out of generosity and a keen willingness to help where help was 

needed, expecting neither favours nor payments for their contribution.  

It is also an impressive example of the very tangible impact of the power of networking, which 

is often underestimated. By establishing connections and relationships and marshalling resources 

from a whole variety of sources, and bringing these together to achieve a common goal, it is 

indeed possible to make a very real and positive difference in the lives of individuals as well as 

communities.  

 

Photo 13: Learners and teachers of Vaatjie Moravian Primary School and members of the Defence Reserves 
stand proudly in front of the school’s new flagpole. 


